
How to Change a Trailer Wheel 
Bearing
A Step-by-Step Guide to Ensure Safety and Longevity

Maintaining the wheel bearings of a trailer is essential to ensure its smooth operation and safety on the 
road. Over time, wheel bearings can wear out due to exposure to water, grit, and general usage. 
Changing a trailer wheel bearing is an important maintenance task that can 
help prevent costly repairs and dangerous situations. Below is a detailed guide to help 
you change a trailer wheel bearing effectively.

Understanding the Importance of Wheel 
Bearings
Wheel bearings allow the trailer's wheels to rotate smoothly, reducing friction and wear on the axle. 
When they fail, the wheels can seize or wobble, leading to accidents or damage to the trailer. Regular 
inspection and replacement of bearings ensure a safe and functional trailer.

Tools and Materials Needed
Before starting, gather these tools and materials:

 Socket wrench and breaker bar
 Hammer and flathead screwdriver
 Grease gun and high-quality bearing grease
 Wheel chocks
 Jack and jack stands
 New wheel bearings and seals
 Rags and gloves
 Wire brush or steel wool
 Rubber mallet or torque wrench

Tips for Success
 Always use high-quality bearings and grease to prolong the lifespan of the components.
 Replace both wheel bearings on the axle simultaneously to ensure balanced wear.
 Keep spare bearings and grease in your trailer for emergencies during long trips.
 Regularly inspect and clean wheel bearings to catch early signs of wear or damage.



Step-by-Step Instructions

Step 1: Prepare the Trailer
Begin by parking the trailer on a level surface and securing it with wheel chocks. Ensure that the 
trailer is stable before jacking it up. Place the jack under the axle near the wheel you intend to work 
on and raise the trailer until the wheel is off the ground. Use jack stands to support the trailer for 
added safety.

Step 2: Remove the Wheel
Using the socket wrench and breaker bar, loosen and remove the lug nuts. Take off the wheel and set 
it aside. This will expose the hub assembly where the wheel bearings are located.

Step 3: Remove the Hub Assembly
Look for the dust cap covering the hub's outer side. Use a flathead screwdriver to gently pry off the 
dust cap. Once the cap is removed, you'll see the large retaining nut and cotter pin. Remove the cotter 
pin using pliers, and then unscrew the retaining nut. Slide the hub off the axle, taking care not to 
damage the spindle.

Step 4: Remove the Old Bearings
Inside the hub, the bearings may be covered in grease. Clean off the grease with rags to inspect the 
bearings and races. Tap out the bearings and seals using a hammer and flathead screwdriver. If 
necessary, use a wire brush or steel wool to clean any dirt or corrosion on the hub assembly.

Step 5: Inspect the Spindle
Before installing new bearings, inspect the spindle for any signs of wear, damage, or corrosion. A 
damaged spindle will need repair or replacement before proceeding. Clean the spindle thoroughly and 
apply a thin layer of grease to protect it.

Step 6: Install the New Bearings
Coat the new bearings generously with high-quality bearing grease using a grease gun. Place the inner 
bearing into the hub, followed by the seal. Slide the hub back onto the spindle and install the outer 
bearing. Secure the assembly with the retaining nut, ensuring it is tightened to the correct torque 
specification.

Step 7: Reassemble the Hub
Replace the cotter pin and bend it into place to lock the retaining nut securely. Reattach the dust cap 
by gently tapping it into position with a rubber mallet. Make sure all parts are snug and aligned 
properly.

Step 8: Reattach the Wheel
Place the wheel back onto the hub assembly and fasten the lug nuts tightly. Lower the trailer off the 
jack stands and tighten the lug nuts further using a torque wrench.

Step 9: Test the Wheel
Spin the wheel to ensure it rotates smoothly without any wobbling. Check for any unusual noise or 
resistance that might indicate improper bearing installation.

.



Conclusion
Changing a trailer wheel bearing might initially seem like a daunting task, but with the right tools and 
guidance, it becomes manageable. Following this step-by-step guide ensures the longevity of your 
trailer’s components and keeps your journeys safe. Regular maintenance is key to preventing 
unexpected breakdowns and saving costs in the long run. If you are unsure about any part of the 
process, don’t hesitate to contact us for assistance
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